Teaching & Learning Guide for: American Quarterly  

Author Name


Author Affiliation

Citation inc. DOI (eg. American Quarterly, March 2010, vol. 4, no. 3)

Author’s Introduction

Please include a short paragraph setting the scene e.g. the context for the article, why the topic is important to the field, etc.

Author Recommends: 
Please add 5-10 briefly annotated readings to help situate readers in the key relevant works in this field. If referencing an online publication, please provide a full citation, and link if possible. 

Eg. Schulenburg, Jane, Forgetful of Their Sex: Female Sanctity and Society, ca.500–1100 (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1998). 

A magisterial work on female spirituality and monasticism in the early Middle Ages, the foundation for this study is the analysis of 2,200 female and male saint’s vitae (lives). Schulenburg studies the public and private activities of holy women, their opportunities, their lives, and their relationships with siblings and spiritual friends. She explores accounts of heroic virginity and self-mutilation as well as the life expectancy of early medieval saints. Drawing comparisons between the lives of male and female saints, Schulenburg’s study revealed the distinctive characteristics of female sanctity in the early Middle Ages.

Online Materials: 

Please add at least 5 links to other sites, with an emphasis on those with good media content (images, music, video, etc).  Please provide files for any images which you own or which have no rights issues (including acknowledgement of any sources). 
Any images should be submitted in either JPEG or GIF format. A dpi of 120 is recommended. 

Eg. 1. Feminae: Medieval Women and Gender Index 
http://www.haverford.edu/library/reference/mschaus/mfi/mfi.html 
This website indexes journal articles, book reviews, and essays in books about women, sexuality, and gender during the Middle Ages. The focus of the index is on current articles and essays, which are often more difficult to identify, rather than monographs written by a single author that can be easily located through library catalogues. A subject search for the term “arts,” for example, will yield several pertinent works. 


Sample Syllabus:


Please add all or a portion of a syllabus that might adopt your article and present it in a broader context to the classroom.

Eg. Topics for Lecture & Discussion 
Week I: Introduction & Overview 
Definitions, Problems & Issues: What is female spirituality? 
Reading: 

Mecham, J., ‘Breaking Old Habits: Recent Research on Women, Spirituality, and the Arts’, History Compass 4/3 (2006), pp. 448–480. 

Mooney, Catherine M., ‘Voice, Gender, and the Portrayal of Sanctity’, in Gendered Voices: Medieval Saints and their Interpreters, ed. Catherine M. Mooney (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1999), pp. 1–15. 

Weeks II–IV: Early Middle Ages 
Foundations for Understanding: Martyrs & Monasticism 

Reading: 

Chapter 1, Petroff, E. Medieval Women’s Visionary Literature. 

Wemple, Suzanne, ‘Female monasticism in Italy and its comparison with France and Germany from the ninth through the eleventh century’, in Frauen in Spätantike und Mittelalter: Lebensbedingunge-Lebensnormen-Lebensformen. Beiträge zu einer internationalen Tagung am Fachbereich Geschichtswissenschaften der Freien Universität Berlin 18. bis 21. Februar 1987, ed. Werner Affeldt (Sigmaringen: Thorbecke, 1990), pp. 291–310. 

Schulenburg, Jane T., ‘The heroics of virginity. Brides of Christ and sacrificial mutilation,’ in Women in the Middle Ages and Reaniassance. Literary and Historical Perspectives, ed. Mary Beth Rose (Syracuse: Syracuse University Press, 1986), pp. 29–72. 

Lay Piety & Patronage 

Reading: 

Pitarakis, Brigitte, ‘Female piety in context: understanding developments in private devotional practices’, in Images of the Mother of God: Perceptions of the Theotokos in Byzantium, ed. Maria Vassilaki (Aldershot: Ashgate, 2005), pp. 153–166. 

Smith, Mary Frances, Robin Fleming, and Patricia Halpin, ‘Court and Piety in Late Anglo-Saxon England’, Catholic Historical Review 87 (4), 2001, pp. 569–602. 

Etc…
OPTIONAL:

Focus Questions 


Please add at least 5 focus questions to help readers spring-board into the wider subject matter.

Eg. 1. What challenges do researchers interested in female spirituality and the arts face and why?

Seminar/Project Idea:

Please suggest an exercise to help bring the subject to life, appropriate either for undergraduate or graduate students, e.g. an assessment, a presentation, or other practical assignment.

Eg. Individual Project: Saint, shrine & devotional image 
Based on the knowledge they have acquired over the course of the semester, each student will fashion a new (previously unknown) female saint and work to promote her cult. As part of the project, they should write an official Vitae or life of their saint, emphasizing features of her distinctive spirituality, pious practices, and miracles associated with her cult. Each student will also fashion a shrine to their saint as well as a devotional image associated with either their saint or her shrine. Each student will need to address how they intend to promote their saint to female and male pilgrims as well as how they wish to control spatial access to their saint’s shrine. They should consider the type of iconography they wish to employ in the devotional images associated with their saint. Students are encouraged to be historically creative. Shrines and images may be produced electronically (through computer graphics and programs) or physically (through any media the student chooses).


